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Fake parts
main cause
of accidents

ARAB NEWS

RIYADH: Fake vehicle parts account for
about half of road accident deaths in the
Kingdom, an adviser to the director gen-
erdl of the Customs Department has
claimed.

Eissa Al-Fissa said, “The number of
people killed in road accidents on the
Kingdom's roads in 2007 reached 6,000
and about half of these deaths were caused
by the use of low quality spare parts, espe-

Al-Eissa was presenting a paper on
the danger of fake and imitation spare
parts during a workshop that was
opened by Saud Al-Fahd, assistant direc-
tor of customs. He added customs offi-
cials should make sure that goods and
individuals that enter the Kingdom
through ports do not harm people's
health and security. They should also
protect the national economy from fake
products, he said.

The Kingdom imports more than a mil-
lion tons of spare parts worth SR29 billion
annually, Abdul Mohsen Al-Shonaifi,
supervisor of the risk unit,
estimated fake goods accounted for 45
percent of that total. He said more trained
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imports of fake spare parts.
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Customs, said his office had intensified its
efforts to combat trade fraud, especially to
prevent the import of fake and imitation
auto spare parts.

“We have established a special depart-
ment for the purpose,” the official said.
*We also make use of consultancy compa-
nies to prevent entry of fake products into
thﬂmm-“

Al-Awad reported an increase in com-
mercial fraud in recent }Hﬁﬁ fraud
traders are using increasingly innovative
methods to import fake products. He
called for a database 10 be established on
the customs network in coordination with
thebﬁrﬂrrufﬁummeandlndm}-

and chambers,

 He added t!:rat the database should

cover information about registered trade-

marks, manufacturing companies, their

headquarters and production centers and

vital information about the products.
Abdullah Al-Areefi of the Aalam Company

| for International Trademarks said many

shops sell fake products, describing them
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